Physiologic sequelae of prematurity: the nurse practitioner's role. Part III. Congestive heart failure.
The premature infant with resultant respiratory disease may also have signs and symptoms of impending congestive heart failure that have a variety of causes. The nurse practitioner can be instrumental in the early identification and treatment of congestive heart failure. This article, the third in a series, provides a discussion of the pathophysiology, signs and symptoms, data collection, treatment modalities, and parental education that can assist parents when coping and dealing with congestive heart failure in their premature infant.